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Storage Apparatus 

The invention relates to a storage apparatus for garden tools and - 
implements. 

Many people store gardens tools and implements either loose or in racks, 
in garden sheds or garages. It can be difficult to gain access to all the various 
tools, particularly when the shed or garage is also used for. storing other items 
and especially if a car is stored in the same area. 

According to the invention there is provided a storage apparatus for 
garden implements, the storage apparatus including a base and an upstanding 
support structure mounted on the base, the support structure being provided 
with means for receiving a plurality of garden implements, wherein the base is 
mounted on roller means which allow the base to rotate and to move laterally 
relative to the ground on which it rests. 

*■ 

Preferably the base is mounted on at least three roller means. 

Preferably the base includes a generally planar member. Preferably the 
roller means are mounted on a lower surface of the planar member in use. 
Preferably the roller means mount the planar member generally parallel to the 
ground. 

The planar member may be generally rectangular and may be provided 
with a roller means at least at each of four corner regions. Preferably the planar 
member is approximately square. 

The planar member may include edge members, extending at least partly 
along one or more of its edges and upstanding out of the general plane of the 
planar member. 

The planar member may be between about 0.3m and 1m square and may 
havea thickness of between 10mm and 50mm. 
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The roller members may include one or more castors. Preferably each 
roller member comprises a castor. Preferably the castors include rollers wheels 
which rotate about a generally horizontal axis and which may pivot about a - 
generally vertical axis. 

The support structure may include at least three elongate support 
members extending upwardly in use from the base. Preferably the support 
structure includes four such support members. One support member may 
extend upwardly from each corner region of the base. 

The support members may be between 0.5m and 1.5m long and are 
preferably about lm long. The support members may have a thickness of 
between 10mm and 50mm. 

The support members may extend between the base and an upper 
platform located generally above the base in use. The upper platform may be 
substantially planar and may lie approximately parallel to the base. The upper,, 
platform may be approximately the same overall shape as the base, but may be 
smaller than the base. The area of the platform may be between one third and 
three quarters of the area of the base. Each support member may extend 
between a corner region of the base and a corner region of the upper platform, 
such that the support member slopes inwardly. 

One or more support members may be provided with means for receiving 
garden implements. These means may include at least one tube or pouch 
attached to the support member. The tube may be generally cylindrical and 
may be suitable for receiving hand tools. The tube may be between 100mm and 
300mm in length and between 20mm and 60mm in diameter. 

One or more edges of the upper platform may be provided with a recess 
for receiving a handle of a garden tool. Each edge may include a recess, which 
may be located about half way along the edge. 

The upper platform may further include one or more openings which 
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may be provided with recessed containers for receiving small items. 

The storage apparatus may include means for receiving a portion of a 
garden tool and retaining it therein. The storage apparatus may include on,e or 
more elongate hollow members for receiving cylindrical handles of large garden 
implements. The elongate hollow members are preferably orientated generally 
vertically in use. Preferably each elongate hollow member extends generally 
from a central region of the base to a central region of the upper platform. 
Preferably the elongate hollow member extends through the upper platform, 
such that a tool may be inserted into the hollow member from above the upper 
platform. Preferably each elongate hollow member is cylindrical and is open at 
its upper end. The diameter of each elongate member may be between 20mm 
and 70mm- Preferably at least three, and most preferably four, elongate hollow 
members are provided. 

The elongate hollow members may be provided with means for attaching 
implements externally thereto. These means may include straps, which may be 
provided with fastening means, such as hook and fleece fastenings (for example 
VELCRO - trade mark). 

Embodiments of the invention will be described for the purpose of 
illustration only with reference to the accompanying drawings, in which:- 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a storage apparatus according to a first 
embodiment of the invention; 

Fig. 2 is a section through an alternative leg for the storage apparatus of 
Fig. 1; and 

Fig, 3 is a perspective view of a storage apparatus according to a second 
embodiment of the invention. 

Referring to the drawing, a storage apparatus 10 includes a base 12 on 
which is mounted an upstanding support structure 14. The upstanding support 
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structure is able to receive and store garden implements, as described in more 
detail hereinafter. ' 

In the illustrated example, the base 12 consists of a planar piece of wood 
about 0.4m by 0.4m square and having a thickness of about 18mm. • 

The base 12 is mounted on four castors 16, one castor being provided 
approximately at each corner of the base. Each castor 16 includes a wheel 
which is able to rotate about a horizontal axis and to pivot about a generally 
vertical axis. This allows the base to be moved laterally in any desired direction 
and alternatively to be rotated about a central vertical axis. •■ 

Each edge 18 of the base 12 is provided with an elongate edge piece 20 
mounted on an upper surface 22 of the base. Each edge piece 20 extends along 
a part of its respective edge 18 and performs a function which is described in 
more detail below. 

The support structure 14 includes an upper platform 24 located generally 
above the base 12. In this embodiment, the upper platform consists of a 
generally square, planar piece of wood having a size about 0.33m square and a 
thickness of about 18mm. The upper platform 24 includes indentations 26 in 
its respective edges 28. 

The upper platform 24 is supported on the base 12 by support members 
in the form of legs 30. A leg 30 extends between each comer region of the 
upper platform 24 and a corresponding comer region of the base 12. Thus, 
each leg 30 slopes slightly inwardly. Each leg 30 may be about 0.7m long and 
may be square or circular in cross section, having a thickness for example of 
about 20mm by 45mm. 

Each leg 30 is provided with a number of means for receiving small 
garden implements. These means comprise generally cylindrical tubes 32. The 
tubes are about 400mm in length and about 40mm in diameter. In addition to 
the tubes 32, one or more of the legs 30 may be provided with specially shaped 
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fittings or pouches for receiving other garden implements, for example 
secateurs. One such fitting is illustrated in the drawing. The fitting 48 includes 
a pouch for accommodating the nose of a pair of shears and a pair of short- 
arms for the handles. 

The storage apparatus 10 further includes four central elongate cylinders 
34 receiving long handles of large garden tools, such as rakes, hoes, etc. The 
cylinders 34 extend from a central region of the base 12 to a central region of 
the upper platform 24 and are open at their upper ends. The cylinders 34 
extend through the upper platform 24, such that they may be accessed from 
above the upper platform. 

The upper platform 24 is provided with four openings 46 extending 
therethrough. Extending downwardly from each opening is a container 50, 
which may be used to store small items, such as plastic ties, plant labels and 
pens or pencils. The containers 50 could be provided with lids (not illustrated). 
The containers 50 extend only minimally above the upper platform 24 an<J 
therefore do not hinder access to the cylinders 34. 

The storage apparatus 10 may be used as follow. Referring to the 
drawing, a spade 36 may be placed with its shaft 38 in the indentation 26 of the 
upper platform 24. Its handle 40 then rests above the indentation, on the 
platform 24. It digging part 42 may be rested on the base 12, inwardly of the 
edge piece 20. Because of the inward slope from the base 12 to the upper 
platform 24, the spade 36 rests in a stable position, held in place by the 
indentation 26 and the edge piece 20. It is apparent that four spades, forks or 
similar tools may be arranged around the edge of the storage apparatus 10. 

A long handled tool, such as a rake, may be inserted upside down into 
one of the cylinders 34. Three more such tools may be subsequently be stored . 
in the cylinders 34 in the centre of the storage apparatus 10. 

Smaller garden implements may be stored in the tubes 32 on the legs 30 
of the storage apparatus 10. For example, the handles of small forks, trowels, 
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etc. may be inserted into the tubes 32. Alternatively, Small implements may be 
stored in pouches located on the legs 30 and shears and hand grass cutters may 
be stored in specially designed fittings. 

There is thus provided a storage apparatus which allows for the 
convenient storage of garden tools and allows the tools to be accessed easily. 
The castors 16 allow the storage apparatus to be rotated about its centre. This 
allows the apparatus to be rotated to allow access to any tools stored therein. 
The apparatus 10 may also be moved laterally, from one location to another, so 
may for instance be stored in a relatively inaccessible corner but wheeled out 
for use. It is easy to remove any one tool from the apparatus without having to 
move any other tools. 

Fig. 3 shows a storage apparatus according to a second embodiment of 
the invention with corresponding features labelled identically to those of the 
first embodiment shown in Fig. 1. 

The storage apparatus 10 is similar to that shown in Fig. 1 having a base 
12 on which is mounted an upstanding support structure 14. In this 
embodiment the base 12 is generally triangular with rounded edges and three 
legs 30 are provided to support the upper platform 24. 

Castors 16 are provided at each corner of the base and each castor 16 
includes a wheel as previously described. 

A variety of storage means are provided as described previously. In 
addition, the apparatus includes an open ended cylinder 58 mounted on one of 
the legs 30. Also mounted on that leg, aligned with the cylinder 58, is a pocket 
60 which is able to safely receive, for example, the sharp ends of items such as 
garden shears. A tub 62 is also provided on the base 12 surrounding the 
cylinders 34 to hold smaller items. 

Various modifications may be made to the above described embodiment 
without departing from the scope of the invention. The central cylinders 34, or 
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the legs 30, may be provided with straps, for allowing other implements to be 
attached thereto. For example, flexible straps may be attached to the central 
cylinders 34, the straps being provided with hook and fleece fastenings so that 
they may be attached together. Such straps may be wrapped arqund 
infrequently used implements such as branch loppers and attached together 
with the hook and fleece, thereby retaining the implements tidily at the centre 
of the storage apparatus. 

The legs 30 may be shaped as illustrated in Fig. 2. The leg 30 when 
viewed in cross section is generally dumbell or bone shaped, having a central 
elongate portion 52 extending between broader end portions 54. This»shape of 
leg easily accommodates holders 56 for tools. 

The illustrated embodiment is made generally from wood. However, the 
apparatus could be made from plastics materials or, for example, from metal. 
The shapes of the various elements of the apparatus may be altered, provided 
that they still receive garden implements. 

Whilst endeavouring in the foregoing specification to draw attention to 
those features of the invention believed to be of particular importance it should 
be understood that the Applicant claims protection in respect of any patentable 
feature or combination of features hereinbefore referred to and/or shown in the 
drawings whether or not particular emphasis has been placed thereon. 
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CLAIMS 

1. A storage apparatus for garden implements, the storage apparatus* 
including a base and an upstanding support structure mounted on the base, the 
support structure being provided with means for receiving a plurality of garden 
implements, wherein the base is mounted on roller means which allow the base 
to rotate and to move laterally relative to the ground on which it rests. 

2- Storage apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the base is mounted on 
at least three roller means. 

3. Storage apparatus according to claim 1 or claim 2, wherein the base 
includes a generally planar member and wherein the roller means are mounted 
on a lower surface of the planar member in use. 

4. Storage apparatus according to claim 3, wherein the roller means mount 
the planar member generally parallel to the ground. , 

5. Storage apparatus according to claim 3 or claim 4, wherein the planar 
member is generally rectangular and is provided with a roller means at least at 
each of four corner regions. 

6. Storage apparatus according to any of claims 3 to 5, wherein the planar 
member includes edge members, extending at least partly along one or more of 
its edges and upstanding out of the general plane of the planar member. 

7. Storage apparatus according to any of the preceding claims, wherein the 
roller members include one or more castors. 

8. Storage apparatus according to claim 7, wherein the castors include 
rollers or wheels which rotate about a generally horizontal axis. 

9. Storage apparatus according to claim 8, wherein the rollers or wheels 
pivot about a generally vertical axis. 
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10. Storage apparatus according to any of the preceding claims, wherein the 
support structure includes at least three elongate support members extending 
upwardly in use from the base. 

11. Storage apparatus according to claim 10, wherein the support members 
extend between the base and an upper platform located generally above the 
base in use. 

12. Storage apparatus according to claim 11, wherein the upper platform is 
substantially planar and lies approximately parallel to the base. 

13. Storage apparatus according to claim 12, wherein the upper platform is 
approximately the same overall shape as the base, but is smaller than the base. 

14. Storage apparatus according to claim 13, wherein the area of the 
platform is between one third and three quarters of the area of the base. 

15. Storage apparatus according to claim 13 or 14, wherein each support 
member extends between a corner region of the base and a corner region of the 
upper platform, such that the support member slopes inwardly. 

16. Storage apparatus according to any of claims 10 to 15, wherein one or 
more support members are provided with means for receiving garden 
implements. 

17. Storage apparatus according to claim 16, wherein these means include at 
least one tube or pouch attached to the support member. 

18. Storage apparatus according to claim 17, wherein the tube is generally 
cylindrical, 

19. Storage apparatus according to any of claims 11 to 15, wherein one or 
more edges of the upper platform are provided with a recess for receiving a 
handle of a garden tool. 
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20. Storage apparatus according to claim 19, wherein each edge includes a 
recess. 

21. Storage apparatus according to claim 20, wherein the recess is located 
about half way along the edge. . 

22. Storage apparatus according to any of claims 19 to 21, wherein the upper 
platform further includes one or more openings. 

23. Storage apparatus according to claim 22, wherein each opening is 
provided with recessed containers for receiving small items. 

24. Storage apparatus according to any of the preceding claims, wherein the 
storage apparatus includes means for receiving a portion of a garden tool and 
retaining it therein. 

25. Storage apparatus according to claim 24, wherein the storage apparatus 
includes one or more elongate hollow members for receiving cylindrical handles 
of large garden implements. 

26. Storage apparatus according to claim 25, wherein the elongate hollow 
members are orientated generally vertically in use. 

27. Storage apparatus according to claim 26, wherein each elongate hollow 
member extends generally from a central region of the base to a central region 
of the upper platform. 

28. Storage apparatus according to claim 27, wherein the elongate hollow 
member extends through the upper platform, such that a tool can.be inserted 
into the hollow member from above the upper platform. 

29. Storage apparatus according to claim 28, wherein each elongate hollow 
member is cylindrical and is open at its upper end. 
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30. Storage apparatus according to any of claims 25 to 29, wherein at least 
three elongate hollow members are provided. 

31. Storage apparatus according to any of claims 25 to 30, wherein the 
elongate hollow members are provided with means for attaching implements 
externally thereto. 

32. Storage apparatus according to claim 31, wherein the means include 
straps. 

33. Storage apparatus according to claim 32, wherein the straps are provided 
with fastening means, such as hook and fleece fastenings. 

34. A storage apparatus substantially as herein described with reference to 
the accompanying drawings. 

35. Any novel subject matter or combination including novel subject matter 
disclosed herein, whether or not within the scope of or relating to the same 
invention as any of the preceding claims. 
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